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MINERALOGY LTD — COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION 
378. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for State Development: 
I refer to the outcome of commercial arbitration between the state of Western Australia and Mineralogy, which 
found that the Premier, as Minister for State Development, failed in his obligation to deal with the proposal at 
Balmoral South, near Karratha. 
(1) How much is the state being ordered to pay to cover up the arbitrator’s costs and expenses? 
(2) Is it the case that by the failure to make a decision, the Western Australian taxpayers could be liable for 

millions or hundreds of millions of dollars; and if so, what is the Premier’s advice as to liability? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) I see that ruling by the arbitrator as largely a technical one; however, I am not a lawyer. To this point 

Mineralogy has not sought damages at all, so that is where it is at. Maybe it is a matter of public 
interest: why is the Leader of the Opposition in this Parliament asking — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Why is the Leader of the Opposition advocating on behalf of Clive Palmer — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Butler and member for Cannington. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am asking why the Leader of the Opposition is advocating on behalf Clive Palmer; that is 
what I am asking him. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I want to hear the Premier’s answer. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am happy to answer questions like this, but it strikes me that the opposition — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Opposition members seem very nervous over there. Has the Leader of the Opposition met 
with Clive Palmer or his representatives? It seems to me a little strange that the opposition would come into 
this — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It seems to me a little strange that the opposition would come in here and ask questions 
that strike me to be in favour of Clive Palmer against the state of Western Australia. 
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